REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

2311 RIDGECREST ROAD
GREENVILLE, TEXAS 75402-6456

Phone: 903-455-9462
Fax: 903-455-1464
Website:

www.LutheransAtRedeemer.org
sunday Schedule

9:00 am - Sunday School
9:30 am - Choir Warm-up
10:00 am - Worship

11:15 am - Fellowship

REV. NOLAN SUCHER
INTERIM PASTOR

January
2009

From the Pastor’s Pen ...

To the Gathered People and Guests of Redeemer
Lutheran Church,

Thank you for the Christmas gift at the Christmas
Eve service. You are a generous and thoughtful
congregation.

Thank you for asking about our son's wedding. His
in-laws described it as fabulous! We all felt good
about it. The Museum at the Ballpark made for a
unique and enjoyable reception. Our son surprised
his bride, Allana, with a honeymoon trip to Austra-
lia! It was a great celebration for all of us.

The cycle of life continues as we bid our final farewell
to one of God's saints, Ottilie Berger. The service
celebrating her life was held on January 7th at 3:00
pm. She died in the hospital shortly before noon

on Sunday the 4th. We will cherish our memories of
her.

We are hoping to have a retreat at Briarwood for the
current and out-going Council members. At this
writing we are waiting word from the Retreat Center
for January reservations.

The start of a new year often means new
beginnings. As your "Temporary Shepherd", | am to
be a bridge between Pastor Marc's ministry among
you, and the "new" ministry of your next pastor,
whom God is preparing even now. If you haven't
already done so, begin praying now for the work and
the discernment of your Call Committee. You will
have the opportunity to provide input about the
strengths and gifts you would like to see in your next
pastor. If God is calling you to serve Redeemer as a
member of the Call Committee, contact the Church
Office or email Julie.

Praise God for exciting times!

A Blessed New Year to each of you,

gjaJtor Wt:fan
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Council Highlights

Church Council met on Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2008:

Present: Pr. Nolan Sucher, Julie Reynolds (P), Al
Swanson (T), Mark Wright (S), & Linda Majewski,
Paul Johnson

¢ Participated in Bible study & prayer (led by Mark W.)

¢ Noted that NCD Team has not met in several
months

¢ Parsonage remains status quo.

¢ Noted that Transition Team is supposed to meet on
the 2nd Sunday of the month after worship; expect
“Call Process” to begin after the 1st of the year

¢ Set Church Work Day for Sat., Dec. 20; Shawn C.
will bring pansies to plant.

¢ Proposed and approved hiring of a janitor,
retroactively to 12/6.

¢ Set Sunday, Dec. 15 to receive new members

¢ Recognized need to follow up with members who
have not attended in 6 months

¢ Made plans for publicity related to presentation of
Oktoberfest & Thrivent funds to Greenville
Habitat for Humanity

¢ Heard youth report from Shawn C.

¢ Pr. Nolan reported that Adult Sunday School will
not meet Dec. 28 & Jan. 4 and will be choosing new
study for spring.

¢  Worship & Music Team has and will decorate for
Advent & has planned & ordered all supplies for
Candlelight Christmas Eve worship

¢ Pr. Rob Moore will lead worship on Sunday, Dec.
21 in Pr. Nolan’s absence.

¢ Pr. Nolan will be not be here during the week
(office days) until Jan. 5

¢ Discussed “Consecration Sunday” as very
productive

¢ Acknowledged success of Annual Congregational
Meeting/Chili Cook-off/Christmas party

¢ Offering envelopes will be available in Fellowship
Hall throughout December.

¢ Noted ongoing need for a Financial Secretary. —
suggestions welcome

¢ Planned for a Council Retreat at Briarwood some
e

Financial Outlook by Al Swanson

Nov. 2008

Based on the successful stewardship "estimate of
giving" program, we can expect to take in a lot more
money next year than we thought at our last council
meeting.

Here are the changes from the draft that was
approved at council last month:

e Adjusted estimated income based on pledged
amounts and regular giving from non-pledging
members.

e Adjusted loose offering to match 2008 actuals.

e Adjusted Admin up to cover another stewardship
program/luncheon like we had this year.

¢ Added custodian salary back in (thank the Lord).

e Decreased office admin to match new contract.

e Added New Pastor relocation line item of $3,000!

e Putin a Pastor compensation package for a full
time Pastor with 6 years experience!

-AL

On December 7, 2008 @ 9:50 a.m., a special Council
meeting was called by President Julie Reynolds to
approve the 2009 Budget, as proposed by Treasurer Al
Swanson, for presentation to the congregation at the
Annual Congregational Meeting that day. The 2009

Budget was passed unanimously.

Present: Julie Reynolds (P), Shawn Coyle (VP),
Al Swanson (T), Mark Wright (S), & Paul Johnson

time in January
¢ Affirmed newly-elected Council members: Chuck
Griffiths and Jim Popelarski
Office Ministry Asst. status pending
Approved Nov. 2008 Council Minutes
Approved Nov. 2008 Financial report

* & o o

Noted receipt of Thrivent funds for organ repair,
which can proceed with all funds raised

¢ Counting error on 11/30 may result in member
statement errors.

Next Council Meeting: Council Retreat, Jan. 30-31
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Youth and Family Ministry Happenings...

Passing on Faith Conference (February 20-

National Youth Gathering (July 22-26,
2009 in New Orleans, Louisiana).

Over 35,500 people have registered for the National
Youth Gathering. Registration closes December 31,
2008. Is your church attending and interested in
sharing a bus?

If so, contact Art Mory at 972-849-2238 or
artmory@sbcglobal.net

NTNL Sr. High Youth Gathering (January
16-18, 2008)

Cost is $150 for this event — this rate has been
extended to January 5!!l. We have invited MAZE
MINISTRY to join us for the weekend. Thisis a
really awesome Ministry which will AMAZE

you!! Please sign up -- even if you only have a few
youth!! For details on the Sr. High event or to
download a registration form, go to
www.ntnlyouth.org!!

Or, there is an online registration option which will
allow you to pay by credit card, but each youth will
have to register individually. The link is
http://fs3.formsite.com/NTNL _LYO/form863395191/

LYO Reunion (January 16-18)

We are trying something new -- an LYO REUNION
for anyone who has ever participated in past
Gatherings, Convos, events at Briarwood, or is just
basically between the ages of 18-30 and is no longer
in high school. The event will be held at the same
time as the Sr. High Youth Gathering -- but will be a
completely separate event. The weekend will
include lots of fellowship time, devotions, workshops,
a service project, and a night on the town in Fort
Worth.

Attached is a PDF file with details or follow this link

http://fs3.formsite.com/NTNL _LYO/form858200838/.

You can register and pay online!! Please forward
this information to anyone you think may be
interested in attending. The deadline is fast and with
the holidays approaching -- funds are tight -- so we
are trying to get the word out!!

21, Plano, TX)

Register now and pay later, or use your remaining
2008 funds! Register a team of 3 or more from your
church for only $59 each. We will also honor the $79
early bird individual rate if you need to wait to use 2009
budgeted funds. So send in your registration form now
and pay later. Or...do you have funds left in this year’s
budget? Take this opportunity to use those funds to
revitalize your ministry. This could be an important
transformational event for your children, youth & family
ministries and entire congregation.

Don’t miss this chance to attend! For more information
visit:

http://passingonfaith.com/.

NTNL Youth Ministry Website

Have you visited the NTNL Youth Ministry

Website? Have you registered yourself there? Check
it out and register yourself so that we can develop an
accurate database of all youth workers (paid and
volunteer), do some networking, share resources, and
much, much more. Visit:
http://ntnlyouthministry.org/index/.

ELCA Youth Ministry Extravaganza (January
29-February 1, 2009, New Orleans, LA)

The Extravaganza is an annual 4-day conference that
draws together anywhere from 500-750 adults who
work with youth in congregations of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America for the premier renewal,
education and networking event of our church. It is for
the professional and the volunteer. It is for the old and
the young. It is for the urban, the suburban and the
rural. It is for pastors, it is for laypeople. It is for all
who share in the adventure we call youth and family
ministry. Register before December 31, 2008 to
receive the discounted rate.

http://www.elcaymnet.org/Extravaganza.

—

[—

SPREAD THE SPIRIT’S FIRE
2009 WORKSHOPS
Disiplelife Goal — Team A
NT-NL Synod of the ELCA

Jan. 31 & Feb. 28, 2009
See brochures on the Bulletin Board
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David Stewart for repairing ALL of our
VACUUM CLEANERS!!! Thank you, David!!!

EVERYONE WHO SHOWED UP FOR THE
CHURCH WORK DAY!!! You did an absolutely
WONDERFUL JOB!!!!

Shawn Coyle for bringing and planting the
pansies in the church yard.

e The RLC Worship & Music Team—for all the
work you did throughout Advent and
Christmas to make our church so beautiful.

Ada Whitted for the gorgeous, giant
poinsettias in the sanctuary for the seasons!

The angels who fixed and propped up the
angels outside!

June Henrikson for coordinating the “Buy a
Note for Music” organ fund drive and
applying successfully for the Thrivent funds.

Rachel Raney for coordinating the meal for
the Berger family & friends after Ottilie’s
funeral.

Patti Swanson, Diane Wilkins, Karen Kilpin,
Melissa Morgan, Charlotte Wagner, & Doris
Norton who planned, decorated, prepared,
served and cleaned up before and after the
funeral. Thanks to everyone else who
brought food.

—— >
< —

2009 Tri-Synodical
Theological Leadership Conference

“THIS GOOD EARTH”
Arlington Convention Center
January 26-28, 2009

Check out www.NTNL.org for details

JULGOR U Q A IFEAHX GBUD\H U

)uLGB\VD P

We are studying 35HPDUNBPRPERMWRFHL EOH/

- R LXQVYR BX Q GAF\K RHROIBK Q G D
PRUQD®D P

For anyone interested in putting together a
Redeemer Lutheran Relay for Life team, a three
hour training session at one of three locations is
available for one to two team members to attend.
These training sessions are very helpful in organizing
a team as well as providing ideas for team fund-
raisers. ,\RXDUHQWHUHRRQYW®BRQYQLH
6WHZDUW | will not be able to be a
team captain or participate on a team this year since
| am the Relay Chairperson for Luminaries' and this
takes up so much of my Relay time.

We need another coordinator since the departure of
Jerilyn, so please call if interested.

Thanks,
Bonnie

“‘Passing On Faith”

February 20-21, 2009
Plano, TX
$&RRSHUBDWRNAHHFWZHHQL/ &RQJU
WLR@QVG 7KHKRXWXDPLAEMVWLW X
“... making disciples of all nations.” - Jesus
Who should come?

This is not an event just for paid staff and clergy! In
fact, the most dramatic benefit is usually seen when
a church can bring a group of laypersons to the
event. See how the Conference can equip:

e Sunday School teachers

Parents, grandparents, baptismal sponsors &
other faith mentors & Christian educators
Pastors

VBS leaders

Congregational Leaders

Children, Youth, and Family Ministers

For more details, a brochure is on the bulletin board
or visit: www.passingonfaith.com

H J
W
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Happy B.rthd

Doris Norton ~ 3rd
Jim Wilkins ~ 5th
Abigail Colvert ~ 6th
Serena Jones ~ 6th
George Berger ~ 17th
Dave Short ~ 21st
Anita Callies ~ 27th
Nathan Royall ~ 28th
Arlene Ekeland ~ 31st
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7 K DPVM D Q/WEHK X LFAKLGERH2 7K D YR X U
LQIRUPBWOHE R B WINFH\X URAKL F H
'HZD QWIRQ FORGEH
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-DOXPOSVEOVA YHUVDU

IRUPRROOLHV.DUHBGZFRPE
JUHB EE 6HUHRQ@HYV
*HRUBWHUJHU

"/ HWR XQIL YRWEHH FRUHKVHRY KVD KA D V H |
\R XIR RZAR UNE GO R URDID W KGHB D Y H Q
ODWWKHZ

-DOXDHGGLHQQLYHUVDUL
NOH %HY HIRXV TaX W\K

5DQG\6 KHUADNNXPWK
"RKQ'RULI\R UWaR QV K

T SHPHPEHGRXBUD\HYV
SUD\HRIMR\V &ROQFHUQV

3 O H AR WADKRW/X URFIK L F H
ZLWIOXSGCGDRBEBGLWLRQYV

&KULVWLDSD W KWHRKID PLO\VULHQIZW W KEOHILH DY
VKHEDVVHREVRORUWDBEWQGD\
Lou Sagebiel
Bob Greaves
Patterson Family (E. Webb’s friends)
Scott Stanley (R. Raney’s friend)
Betty Cloud (L. Wright's mother)
Hildegard Oehler (RW Sagebiel’s sister)
Linda Lancaster (Ray Lancaster’s mother)
Jeremy Medders (B. Stewart)
Fred Webb
June Henrikson
Lacy & Hayley Rozo
Evelyn Smiley (Doris Norton’s friend)
Buel Kerr (Doris Norton’s friend)
Tubby Adkisson (P. Swanson’s friend)
Sandra Sucher (Pr. Nolan’s wife)
Michael Greenberg (Webbs’ son-in-law)
Tasha Wright (K. Colvert’s friend)
Anna Webb (Webb’s granddaughter)
Holly Powers (D. Wilkins’ granddaughter)
Alex Bouknight (F. Bouknight’s son)
Carol Lawson (D. Norton’s friend)
Joseph Rodriguez (A. Royall’s friend)
Jack Linton (A. Royall’s friend)
Elizabeth Morgan (J. Reynolds’ mother)
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Forgey (E. Becker’'s grandparents)
Ray Thompson (Pat Parker’s grandson)
Sylvia Neil (J. Colvert’'s grandmother)
Kay Morris (D. Wilkins’ friend)
Jackie Kramer (M. Reid’s friend)
David Ludwig (D. Wilkins’ nephew)
Rachel Garrett (C. Krohn)
Paige Moore (D. Norton’s friend)
Aubrey/Maxine Tisdale, Katherine Newcomb
(K. Newcomb’s parents, mother-in-law)
Len Setterstrom, Dorothy Miller (Setterstroms’ relatives)

HV

HV

"HOFRHMHFHP E*BKU:HVWVV-—\
Robert & Connie Roberts Jay Mounce L§
Rebecca, Caroline & Chris Wagner
Elvera Krohn Bryan Lunceford
Rev. Rob Moore Dr. Terry Ekeland

6HUY BQORXQEIRUOG
Allen Wright (Nevada); Grant Hahn (Iraq),
Adam Wright (Florida); Lt. B.L. Pish (Germany)

Military:

SUD\LQKURXJIJKKE\QRG
'XULQD QXDIUDRU

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone

&+85&+(6 $*(1&,(6 )RWKAHHRI

WK&DOYDMWKHUDBQF K OB V
2XUSHGHHPHWEKHUDQD B® DL

SDVWRUWBD\5RVWHUHIGHU V

WKG6W-RKGQXWKHUBQRU\KRDW\
2XUBDYLRXIWKHUBQLIWRQ 1R

OLG&LWISHWQIHUHQFH
WK)LUWDOHRXWKHUBRVFRH

6W6WHSKHKWKHUBRUHYHSRU
'/ *RD® 5HQHZRQJUHJDWLRQ

Randy Philips [& many others who did not sign in]
SWWHQGDYOFH GQRWDOV

Dec. 7 75 $2068.00
Dec. 14 65 $1404.55
Dec. 21 58 $8436.76
Christmas Eve 79+ $8412.50
Dec. 28 45 $3465.00
Auto-draft . -
thru Thrivent Simply Giving $3250.00

WK &RYHQDRWKHUDIGIPSOH
6KHSKHRIGLIHXWKHUBQOLQJV
3DULYB\OLQLVVEBDGHP\

VKLS

UL

U\

<=

7TKDQRXIRURXUDLWKDOWWHQGDRWFWHZDUG
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I'm thinking over the past month at Redeemer, and WOW! So much has
happened, and I've watched this church come alive. In the words of my
generation, I must say that Redeemer members rock! (I mean this in every
way as a compliment.)

The Advent and Christmas season is such a blessed, special and
beautiful season. Hats off to the Worship & Music Team that decorated our
church, inside and out. Welcome back, Angels! The Texas winds tried to keep
you down, but angels of our own wouldn't stand for it.

Then there was the Annual Congregational Meeting/Chili Cook-Off/
Christmas Party on the 7th that soared beyond my expectations. When Al
presented the budget at our special Council meeting, I nearly fell over. Oh, me
of little faith! Your generosity—amid times all the pundits call a ‘recession'—has
put us on a path of prosperity in 2009.

We welcomed Gary, Deanna, and Meghan Delaney as new members of
our fellowship and are blessed to have them here.

On a bittersweet note, we watched as our beloved Ottilie Berger fell ill
and entered heaven last Sunday, Jan. 4. The delicate paper Christmas stars
that she handmade for our church will always be with us and honor us with her
precious memory. We grieve for her loss and for the Berger family, yet we
know we will see her again. Such a comfort we have in the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ! Again, the Fellowship Women of Redeemer sprang into action,
decorating, preparing and serving a royal feast. I'll say it again: You ROCK!

The Call Process is next. Pr. Stan Meyer will be returning to visit with

Council to guide us through. Isn't it exciting to know W W

-DQXDU\
The DiscipleLife Synod:
The Northern Texas —
Northern Louisiana Synod,
ELCA 6RZLQODBURZL
'LVFLRIHWY XV

1HZ% UL Hd difiributed
in electronic format (sign up
by contacting
Stan.Meyer@ntnl.orq). To
receive 1HZ % UL HWL Q
regular mail call 214-637-
6865. The current issue of
News Briefing can always

be found at www.ntnl.org/

resources/NewsBriefing.pdf.

1HZ%ULHI
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God is grooming a full-time pastor for us somewhere?
S5SHGHHPMWBWUBROEXD®LBAULOFLSOHYV
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LEADERSHIP

EKXUFEBRRXQFKOJH|V &KXUFKRXOFLO
HYHU\RWRHR5LOLJH@QMDIX K/H 2T GUKF GPNAG[P QN F U
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